
[Upbeat music playing] 

Male Voice: Did you know, it’s estimated that over 40% of U.S. consumers have FICO scores of 740 or 
greater? That’s a lot of people who likely have access to more credit options and at better rates. 

The good news is, having access to more affordable credit is an achievable goal for anyone. However, 
achieving one’s financial health can take both time and perseverance and a longer-term focus. 

Start by accessing and evaluating your FICO scores. They’ll help you understand how lenders evaluate 
your credit risk. 

Because the credit report is the foundation of your FICO scores, make sure the reported data is 
accurate. If you see errors, follow the dispute instructions to get those errors resolved. 

Then, educate yourself about credit score dynamics. 

Paying bills on time has the greatest impact on a FICO score. If necessary, set up automatic alerts as 
payment reminders. Missed payments, especially recently missed payments, can substantially impact a 
FICO score, so it’s important to get and stay current. 

Keep credit card balances well below credit limits. 

Pay off debt, don’t just move it around. 

When shopping for a home, auto, or student loan, do it over a short period, so the inquiries get counted 
as a single search for credit. This tactic is often known as rate shopping. 

And avoid short-term gimmicks, such as closing unused accounts or opening new ones just to increase 
available credit. These tactics may actually have the opposite effect of what was intended. In other 
words, only apply for new credit accounts when needed. 

Then, continue to check your FICO scores over time to see how your financial decisions impact your 
scores. Learn from the information you’ll receive explaining the top reasons impacting your FICO scores, 
and change your behaviors accordingly. 

And finally, keep checking your progress. FICO scores are dynamic, and change as the underlying bureau 
data changes. 

The bottom line is this: understanding your FICO scores over time, and adjusting your financial behavior, 
is a vital part of your financial health, and can help you get the credit you want at more favorable rates. 


