
[Upbeat music playing] 

Male Voice: So you’re thinking about getting a new car, or maybe purchasing the home of your dreams. 
You’ll need financing, so you want to first check your credit scores to make sure your credit is in tip-top 
shape. 

So which credit scores should you look at? 

You see a lot of advertisements about different credit scores. Some are free, some are on different 
scales, and all of them claim to be the only credit score you need. It can be really confusing, but it 
doesn’t have to be. 

Simply focus on your FICO scores,  because 90% of top lenders use FICO scores to make lending 
decisions, not those other scores. 

So what do you need to know about these other scores? 

You shouldn’t rely on them to estimate your terms and rates. Most lenders simply don’t use them in 
lending decisions. So they may confuse you into thinking you qualify for better rates than you actually 
do. 

Keep in mind you most likely have multiple FICO scores based on your credit reports housed at the 
credit bureaus – Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. Each score could be different, often times as 
information about you at each bureau can vary. If the underlying data is the same, your scores will likely 
be very close to one another. If it’s different, your scores may be different. 

So if there’s FICO scores at all three bureaus, which one matters most? Well, they’re equally important 
for a very simple reason: you may not know which credit bureau your lender will access when evaluating 
your credit application. They may access one, two, or all three in the credit decision process. 

So empower yourself. Focus on regularly monitoring your FICO scores – the scores used by most lenders 
– the credit scores that matter. 


